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THE MIRROR, : 


FATIMA AND ALFONSO CASTAN; 
OR, MOORISH CUSTOMS. 
Written expressly fur the Mirror, 
BY JULIUS L. SCHRODER. 


A HaLr century has scarcely elapsed since 
the expeditions fitted out from the 


ptives 
slavery, after the loss of their shi 
and merchandize. 


ters. punishme 

flicted by England and France upon the pirati- 
cal states of Africa have, at last, nearly exter- 
minated their power of mischief, and a voyage 
on the ot is not now to be dreaded 


incidents upon which our present paper 
took place before the first bombard- 


young 
the means, eager to see something of the world 
ond his native town. 


pereargo. His heart was elated with joy, 
when the arrangoments were concluded, and 
the-broad sheet of the Xaviere flitted in the 
wind as the anchor was raised. The benedic- 
tion of the old man accompanied ‘his last in- 
tovtent basking ie eine dropped. ower divs 
sire away from 

the ship’s side;—the next moment em 
its were totally absorbed by the bustle of 
around him, whilst the vessel cleared the 


ance. The fight was y and short, for 
the-crew of the armed vessel grappled the mer- 
chantmen; and, by their superior 

soon ‘decided-its fate. ‘The captain and sev 
men-were killed in the-engagetment.—Alfonso 


Castan and a fow men were obliged te surten- 
der, after a desperate resistanea, -: « 

The captor proved to be a Tunisian 
and, before daybreak, was clear of the j 
coast, ‘with her prize in company. In'af 


nf 


i 


hint to 


would then turn the subjéct to some oné of. 


business.or news. ’ 
Alfonso had thus been frequently the ; 
rather than the slave—for ‘his master:1 


Upon one of these visits to the country seat 
— , Alfonso was surprised to find his 
B 
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own 
repetition 


Zaffai, the slave of my beauteous 
mistress—even Fatima, the only daughter of 
thy master, : Yessuf—she hath sent thee love- 


tion of thy manly beauty, which my mistress 
loves,—and thou shouldest have returned a 
violet and a jessamine flower, to shew thy in- 
tention to meet her, and a sunflower, with one 
quarter plucked away to denote one hour, or 
two quarters two hours after sun set—and an 
amaranth to show that thou wilt be constant, 
and true to her love esd wna E form oe 
love’s interchange 0: ere,” rep 
Zaffai in the same low vaice. Alfonso’s ima- 
gination and curiosity were equally raised by 
this-singular explanation, without considering 
the danger of a love adventure with his lord’s 
daughter, or the improbability of any success- 
fal result, his ardent mind was at once carried 
away by the infatuation of being the object of 
love to @ beautiful young Moor. “ Ah,” re- 
plied he, “ I little knew the language of love- 
'@ The yp tore te by ne ee of 
flowers, is t iu Bar! and Pers’ @ per- 
fection ly astonishiug ton stranger. 4 


flowers, but give my humble duty to your 
lovely mistress, and say that I send her the 
amaranth and the jessamine and the rose; and 
this night, one or two hours after sun-set— 
according as I may be dismissed by her father 
pot the night—I will meet her in the jessamine 
ve, 

Zaffai nodded satisfaction at the result of 
her interview, and drew from her bosom a 
bouquet. Alfonso made his debut in 

love-flower intercourse, and selected the 

per ones, which he tied with the rose ri 
the assurance of a gave it to 
Zaffai for her mistress. “ this, assure 

her I will be true.” 

Zaffai smiled—* Fatima shall sont 
tulip 


“ Never! never!” replied Alfonso in the 
same low tone. Before the last assurance was 
uttered, Zaffai had glided out of his chamber 
as softly as she had glided in. 

The y Spaniard, left to his reflections, 
could y believe the reality of what had 
passed, he was only assured by finding the 

uquet sent him, to have been abstracted 
from the vase. Zaffai, in care for her own 
character as messenger, had taken it to prove 
to her mistress that she had really performed 
the arduous undertaking of seeing Alfonso in 
his chamber, and of obtaining his answer. 
We must not judge the customs of the sun- 
inspired maidens of Afric’s finest clime by our 
manners. A Barbary girl always makes the 
first advances to her lover, or, rather, to the 
object of her love, by the deli ing 
combination of nature’s fairest flowers;—the 
answer must be equally delicate—flowers must 
convey the assurance of attachment and con- 
stancy as an answer to the overture of a mai- 
den’s fresh, untainted hopes—if they be re- 
ceived with coldness and unrequited affection, 
virgin pride assumes its empire—nor violet, 
nor rose is again sent if an ivy leaf or laurel 
blossom be returned for the fair flowers ar- 
ranged by the settled vocabulary of this pri- 
mitive mode of intercourse. 

As the evening approached, Alfonso attended 
his lord to spend two hours in the gardens, 
according to their custom. Yessuf was, on 
that afternoon, peculiarly earnest with the 

outhful captive to ascertain if any change 
occurred in his opposition to become Mus- 
selman. The old man led him to the very al- 
cove which was to be the scene of an inter- 
view that his soul would have abhorred— 
between his only daughter and an infidel. 
Alfonso’s heart beat violently with the 
thoughts that then pressed him—he was seated 
by the father in the very where he had 
P edged his faith to &@ most dangerous 
interview with the daughter. 
essuf pressed his hand kindly between 
both his, whilst he reclined upon the ottoman 
upon which he had placed his young friend— 
for such was now their relation. Yessuf 
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looked Alfonso full in the face, it was one of 
Nature’s best fashion , Open, manly, 
and intelligent; a form of the most symme- 
trical.cast, added to the graces of his expres- 
sive countenance. 

No wonder the affections of the daughter 
were fixed where the father had seen,—and 
discoursed upon,—so much perfection. 

The sun’s level rays shewed Alfonso’s fea- 
tures to advantage; his mind was engaged 
with other business than that which occupied 
Yessuf's. Alfonso’s eye fell abashed under 
the earnest gaze of his lord. 

“ Two sons I have lost, but Allah’s will be 
done,” ejaculated Yessuf, whilst he still gazed 
Sp Alfonso, “ but thou art the very picture 

my first-born, and he had thy virtues and 
thy manly form, would that thou wert of the 
faithful—my Alfonso! thou wouldst then re- 
place my loss, thou shouldst be the light of my 
decaying lamp, and my grey hairs should be 
honoured in my declining age. Alfonso, I 
have—” here the old man his hand 
more firmly, and his voice faltered—*“ I have 
—but I may not tell thee, thy religion is not 
that of my fathere—but yet thou hast the uy 
rightness and integrity of our race, and the 
honest man is the same before the great Allah 
whatever be his creed. Alfonso—I have a 
treasure too vast to be committed to—no, thou 
couldst not help being—Christian—thy fathers 
were—the child of my old age—now mine 
only one—” Alfonso’s agitation had been in- 
creasing gradually, his feelings were now in- 
tense—* a daughter who is dearer to me than 
all my wealth.” 

(To be continued.) 


RULES FOR THE CONDUCT OF LIFE. 


LETTER FROM SIR HENRY SIDNEY 
TO HIS SON, SIR PHILIP SIDNEY. 


Son Puixip,—! have received two letters from 
‘ou, the one written in Latin, the other in 

ch, which I take in good , and will 
that you exercise that practice of learning often, 
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cost. 

5. Use moderate diet, so as after your meat 
you may find wit fresher, and not duller, and 
your — more lively, and not more heavy. 

6. Seldom drink wines, and yet sometimes 
do, lest being forced to drink upon the sudden 
you should find yourself inflamed. 

7. Use ex of body, but such as is 


without price of your bones or joints, it will 
= increase your force, and i 


inlarge your 


8. — a as well —s 
parts of your ly, as in your garments, 
shall make you grateful in each company, and 
om ai : urself & be for de- 

. Give yo to be merry; 
generate from your father if find not y 
self most able in wit and 


for it will stand you in stead, in that profes- teeth 


sion of life which you are born to live in; and 
now since that this is my first letter that ever 
I did write to you, I will not that it be all 
empty of some advices, which my natural care 
of you provoketh me to write you, to follow as 
documents to*you in this tender age. Let 
our first action be the lifting up of your 
ee ge 

y @ words you 

pea prayer, with continual meditations 


ihe time I know he will co limit, as 
both sufficient for your learning, and 
your health; and mark the sense 


a 


H 
ei 


E 
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actions, you may be an ornament to 
trious family; and otherwise, vice 
sloth, you may be esteemed /abes generis, 
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ou our blessing, 
kis; nourish 
his 


Father, 
Henry Sipyer. 


© ON SUICIDE’ 
Sorcrpe, ae is well ananty is 


widow, who 
husband 


whe killed himself because his coo 

spoiled a favourite dish, when looked at ab- 
stracted-from the habits of the people with 
-whom he had ail his lifetime associated, and 
she {rreligious tone of the society he had kept, 
ought to 2 Viewed as mad; and yet how im- 
Possible it is to come to a sound conclusion on 
this subject, and lay down a general rule 
which could be applicable to all cases. 

Of 6,782 cases of suicide examined care- 
fully by M. Falletaye, detailed in the records 
vf the police, the following is the analysis:— 

Disappointed love} 254 


Blighted ambition 
Revérse of fort 


The eauses of the remaining numbers were 
not ascertained. 


Dr. 
tit suicide among the English, Ge and 
Svussians to intemperance, in France to love 
‘and gambling, and in Spain to bigotry. 

, M. Falret has stated several extraordi: 


the civil authorities adopted means of prevent- 
ing the contagion from . At one 

i a 
ropensity ide, by throwing 
Taomneelice into the wells of -the cit 3 this de- 
‘sire raged epidettically. A 
formed Dr. that when he was at 
Malta, @ few years after the island was taken 


‘by the British, suicide becante so alarmingly 
vane Gu means Was tried to put a 


stop to it, de ae en ll 
mandant resolved to deny the bodies of suicides 


be heredi 
cannot be a doubt. 
instance of this. A 


ch aeteea which awaits me also, as I 
ave strongly tempted on my way hither 
to follow their Cteghs and ¥ cannot avoid it.” 
A ‘similar case is mentioned by Dr. Rush, of 
ira eeer mene mec 
ood: a . i ; is 

said to have been of a © costive habit, and to 
have been mmch subject to derangement of the 
liver.” After death it is said that “his bow- 
rh an : nd ph logically pile Jt 

> Mm y and physiologi 9 OT 
interesting question to discuss’ how far ‘these 
morbid ailments influenced this monster in the 
bloody career in which he was . 

The tedium vite, or ennui, whi 

often the cause among our friends across the 
Cheneeh, is only to be subdued by moral treat- 
‘ment. 


Schlegel traces the disposition to com- oatty 


Which prove incontestibly that ouicide 


has prevailed epidemically, particularly in time 
—— public distress, and when the consti- 
( 


of the air has been very hot and moist. . 
dn 1813, in the small village of St. Pierre . 


Onjou, in the Valais, one woman hi herself, 


and many others followed her example, when - 


© By Forbes Witislow, M.R.'C.8.L. 
+ One buudied and filty-seven were females, 


ig what ‘we have’ lost, the searching:curi- 


osity of ‘the public, all rushing upon a man’s 
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and turbulence of suicides 
that he weleomes to 1, was riba Seve the vent 1017 
anuary . , 


important isti 
the number of suicides the 
there, the canses which led to 
them, ‘he alludes to the gross immorality of 
the people, and concludes by denouncing the 
Parisian capital as a suffocating, boiling cal- 
dron, in which, as in the stew of Macbeth’s 
witches, there simmer, with a modicum of vir- 
A mech, ioe ons hl ner Gontlone. 
o English, are not, par excellence, 
a suicidal people. When the inhabitants of 
® country are industrious and prudent, the 
crime of self-destraction will be rare. Out of 
120,000 b agen who insured their lives in 
the Lon on Fenton Insurance Company, 
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from the abyss wonderful to hear ; for, though 
it ever sounds, it is never the same, but modu- 
lated by the chasiging motion, rises and falls 
intermittingly ; we passed half-an-hour in one 
spot looking at it, and thought but a few 
minutes ‘had gone by. The surrounding 
scenery is, in its kind, the loveliest and most 
bli eee. ts our ved 
through some olive groves, 0: 
and ancient trees, whose hoary and 
twisted trunks- leaned in all. directions. We 
then crossed a path of orange trees by the 
river side, laden with their golden fruit, and 
came toa eo of ilex of a ee _ whose 
ever-green and acorn-bearing boughs . were 
intertwined over our winding path. Around, 
hemming in the narrow vale, were pinnacles of 
lofty mountains. of pyramidical rock clothed 
with all ore and trees ; the vast 
Pine, whose feathery foliage trembled in the 
lue air—tho ilex, that gncestrs! inhabitant 
of these mountaing—the arbutus, with its 


ract from the platform I first mentioned. We 
think of spending some time next year near 
this water-fall, The inn is very bad, or we 
should have stayed there longer.”—From 
Essays, &c., :by. Percy Bysshe Shelley. 
[Moxon.] 


FAREWELL TO MY HOME. 
Translated from the original German of his Serene 
Higham Prince Alert f 


CareFut of always catering for the publio 
gratification, by endeavouring to provide the 
choice things of the times and seasons, we no 
sooner ascertained that Prince Albert had 
adorned the literature of his native country 
with sundry specimens of pleasant poetry, than 
we immediately wrote.to Germany for the 
purpose of obtaining this agreeable prize ; and 
were speedily put in possession of several 
songs, ballads, &c., the poetry and music of 
which are the actual production of the Prince 
Albert. To set before the public these com- 
positions has been our foremost desire; and 
we tow, with thanks to the kindness of our 
friends, claim the title of being first in so 
doing. The subjoined translation we advance 
only as a specimen of others, in our Na 
and which it is our intention to publish in due 
time, with the music. It will be allowed, we 
think, even from the following specimen alone, 
that no meagre measure of talent belongs to 
the Prince; and the literature of our land may 

in to flatter itself with the genial 


2 anAugustan 
—_— 
—Nova mirantur Poma. 


MEIN LEBEWOHL. 


Once more let me view thee, 
Dear Home of my Heart ! 
And must I thus leave i‘ 


A sweet Lamb at its side, 
Which where’er I may roam, 
Will still yearn for the lap 
Of its Motherly Home. 


Courageously tread, 
And my Saeed do brave service 
Where most ’tis in stead. 


Biwi Some ae 4 
en I’ve stru enough 
To encounter the peril 

And buffet the 9 rough,) 


To my Homestead of a.” 
Lo—I ) sve my feet— 
Lo— 


On 
Orato Slat, 
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GOETHE’S COTTAGE, 
NEAR WEIMAR, 


Perunaprs the most Sa -ig Pa aneetled in ye 


Carlsbad. In of of 
i bate ny da 
above all "is oir 

romance- 


» Shaks- Fomaac-rring peat 


petal gly cea yong Be 


ot 
lovely order; and in the above low 39 i 


treat, Gotthe’s most philosophical moments 

away ; it Baye here, also, he 

mind from the thraldom of 

severe study, by contemplating the beauties of 
nature. 


Those who have directed their steps to this 
reating-place of the German m will re- 
coats tho Rely ofthe sl 
‘o 


no man was it given to 


lived. most of his brethren of the lyre, and 
among them, Herder, Wieland, and Schiller. 
He combined within himeelf, the poet, 

sopher, and man of the world: spent the major 
part of his existence in Wiemar; 


ieland, in common with all 
men of the highest order of talent, invariably 
sunk literature when in society: they were 
too well-bred to carry their occupation con- 
stantly about them. 
It was at Weimar that this 
cipally resided; he paid year sits to. ay 
and occasionally found his way to Toeplits and 


‘school of 


Goéthe deserted 
@ scene of s0 many Noe dn and which ‘he 
and Schiller had rendered almost perfect as'a 
. The work by which Goéthe 
is best known n this country, a ut cake 
thowge the translations con us @ very 

inadequate notion of that le work. 

Byron and Shelley were the slater anime ats 
should have Levan ge A lee gee 


philo- spirits, 


3 and wasen- pi 


are tte pose 


mr g Mcar wor) 
pater oc aie 


© Vide Mirror ; vol. xxxiil, p. 396. 


+ : The sensation be Me. Bec attioh bee sae Som 
plendid work, correct te 
peregrina rk core th ty oa ae 
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“ The child is father of the roan,” 
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; capable of printing one thousand 


look at the moon, and the lights on board of 
the vessels passing; and then I would turn m 
eyes to the stars, and repeat the lines which 
ip heard my mother teach little Virginia to 
“ Pretty little twinkling star, 
How I wonder what ie are; 
All above the earth so high, 
Like a diamond iu the sky. 

And when I did stay out late I was sure of 
having no supper, and, very often, a good beat- 
ing; and then Virginia would wake and cry, 
because my mother beat me, for we were fond 
of each other.. And my mother used to take 
Virginia on her knee, and make her say her 
prayers every night; but she never did so to 
me: and I used to hear what Virginia said, 


hour,) and twenty-three common o 
presses, besides a proof-press in 
itors’ rooms. By these 


ry? § 
spere;’ ‘ Henry’s folio Bible;’ ‘ 
of the Saints? ‘ Registration of Births and 
Deaths;’ ‘ Boothro 


20,000 are delivered 
terly cur &e. &e. 


and then go into a corner, and repeat ittomy- 


ee nae ia should 
be to pray, that I should not. 

As I said before, my mother let lodgings, 
and ay wl the ground-floor front room ae 
ple to drink tea and smoke in; and I to 
take my little stool, and sit,at the knees. of 


which, in spite o: the 
ith, has triumphantly 
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playing-cards, &o. 
4. Any one may come when.he likes; it.is 


_ sufficient to be presented to the company. 


ich ‘the com cee brief 
owas ‘taught e Art stery.” 
} the first jobbing-office in London, 


i Hige 3= 


~money ‘was supplied ‘them 
every Sunday after coming :from church with 
custom is now nearly obsolete. 


» according to his inclination, 


not to commit any indecency. No one can 
compel themto be kissed; should any one 
strike them, he is to be expelled from the 
company. H..M. 
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